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THE   BALANCE                                                     V^_
under the domination of a single Power. . . . / believe whei the country realises what is at stake, we shall be support not only by the House of Commons, but by the determinate the resolution, the courage, and the endurance of the ivJm country."                                                                          I
In this speech everything is weighed, nothing exJ, gerated, little suppressed. The "sanctity of treaties"! hardly mentioned. England knew that all Cabinets ca'i interpret inconvenient treaties as they like.
After this speech by the Liberal Minister, speakin against the programme of his party, in favour of wai his Liberal friends sat moody and silent, while th Conservatives broke into loud applause. For Grey words had ignored the sincere desire of his heart, an herein lies something like a tragic judgment on h weakness. •
It was left for Asquith to tell the House of Commoi soon after, on August 6th:
"We are fighting to vindicate the principle which, in the days when force, material force, sometimes seems to be ti dominant influence and factor in the development of mankin we are fighting to vindicate the principle that small national ties are not to be crushed, in defiance of international gO( faith, by the arbitrary will of a strong and overmasters Power. I do not believe that any nation ever entered into a gre Controversy with a clearer conscience; for w,e are fighting « for aggression, not for the maintenance of aur own self interests, but in the defence of -principles the maintenance which is vital to the civilisation of the world."
Thus England threw into the balance her bullets lead, of silver—and of wind.
During these negotiations between Berlin and Lond< there was one moment in which it seemed as though tJ war between France and Germany might be stopped 1 a guarantee from Great Britain. There was, indeed, mi                         but the treatment accorded to t]
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